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rural, urban, or suburban; majority minority or majority white; 
and poverty rates. In understanding how school board members are thinking about these issues, we 
are better prepared to support P-
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Introduction 
National headlines suggest that school boards 
across the country are becoming reactionary, 
with proposals and policies aimed at curtailing 
�D�Q���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�I���³�O�L�E�H�U�D�O�´���Y�D�O�X�H�V���L�Q�W�R���3-
12 schooling (e.g., Duggan, 2021; Kingkade & 
Hixenbaugh, 2021; Saul, 2021). These are 
fueled by parents and community members 
who seem to be calling for a narrow school 
curriculum focused on the core academic 
subjects from a traditional and non-critical 
perspective.  
 

While attacking Critical Race Theory 
and arguing against the teaching of racism in 
US history are common subjects of attack, 
suicide prevention, social emotional learning 
(SEL), and mental health initiatives are also 
reported to be under attack. A 2021 NBC news 
article, for example, reported on parents who 
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶s 
�P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�V���W�R���³�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���L�I���W�K�H�U�H�¶�V��
�D�Q���L�V�V�X�H�´�����.�L�Q�J�N�D�G�H���	���+�L�[�H�Q�E�D�X�J�K�����������������S����
25).  



43 
 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vol. 19, No. 2 Summer 2022                                                AASA Journal of Scholarship and Practice 
 
 

The modern-day design of school 
districts, composed of a small school board 
and a superintendent to oversee their day-to- 
day operations, originated in the early 
twentieth century based upon the corporate 
structure at the time (Land, 2002).  
 

Local school boards are intended to 
provide the link to the community so that 
�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�H�Q�W�V�¶���Y�R�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���K�H�D�U�G�����E�R�D�U�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V��
are held accountable through the election 
process. School boards ideally allow parents 
and community members a place to provide 
input about educational issues, thus keeping 
educational decisions as close as possible to 
those most affected by those decisions 
(Shannon, 1990). 

 
Despite the democratic ideals 

exemplified in school boards, and though the 
work of school boards has until recently been 
relatively unseen by the public at large, school 
boards have historically served the interests of 
local political elites (Anderson & Cohen, 2018; 
Lutz & Gresson, 1980).  

 
The COVID-19 pandemic, however, 

brought politics to the forefront and placed 
school boards in the center of fierce political 
battles. Frustrated parents in support of, or 
against, remote learning, and in support of, or 
against, mask-wearing, put pressure on board 
members in vast numbers.  

 
The political firestorm became so 

intense that state school board associations 
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Table 1 

Major Issues and Challenges for 2021-2022 School Year 

 

 

 
 

Major Issues and  
Challenges 

% of Respondents who 
Spoke about This Issue 

Illustrative  
Quote 

Issues related to COVID-19 
(masks and vaccines) 61% 

How do we protect our students, 
staff and families if masks are a 
choice? 

Academic concerns about 
students 43% 

Helping students recover the 
academic losses caused by the 
disruption of in-person learning. 

Concerns about students’ 
social-emotional health 41% 

Social and emotional needs will 
need to be met, and mechanisms 
to identify issues developed. 

Developing, implementing, 
and monitoring efficient 
school routines 

29% 
I believe learning the new set of 
expectations and norms will be the 
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about the teaching of Critical Race Theory 
(CRT), one school board member said that this 
�L�V�V�X�H���K�D�V���³pitted students against each other
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�W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���H�T�X�L�W�\�����2�X�U���V�W�X�G�\�¶�V���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W��
surprising and are consistent with the extant 
�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���V�F�K�R�R�O��
boards are not equipped with the relevant skills 
and training to lead with equity.  

 
Despite the commitment by the 

National School Boards Association to 
promote educational equity (NSBA, 2019), 
more work is needed to support school boards 
to lead with equity in this contemporary 
climate.        
 
Addressing SEL 
In this time when more attention is needed to 
�D�G�G�U�H�V�V���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
skills, we have seen escalating attacks on SD2 792 re
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